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He had no scruples in making use of the services of
officials of the Egyptian Government in the further-
ance of his schemes. A good deal of the preliminary
work of developing his agricultural property in Asia
Minor was performed by them. Even Ministers were
impressed, and more than one spent an uncomfort-
able summer at Dalaman, studying the needs of the
Khedive's estate.1 As for the officers and men of the
1 He would invoke also the assistance of British officials. Among
gentlemen honoured with such an invitation was one from the
Egyptian Government who consented readily enough to map the
estate. The Khedive talked very frankly to him, and on one occasion
described how he had secured possession of the property. The guest
wrote down an account of the conversation, which throws an interesting
sidelight upon His Highness's character.
extract from private diary of    .....
His Highness the Khedive and Dalaman.
6 The reason for my determination to buy Dalaman valley was
somewhat as follows:
c Several years ago I quarrelled with the late Sultan Abdel Hameed,
and consequently, instead of going to Constantinople for my summer
holiday, I went to Rhodes. There I purchased an extremely good
Rahwan horse, and in order to thoroughly enjoy riding it, I crossed over
to Asia Minor and started on an expedition along the coast of Anatolia.
' One day, when on one of my journeys, I entered the Dalaman
Valley, and I was so much struck with its farming possibilities that
I determined on the spot to buy it.
e I promptly returned to Rhodes and sent my agent, Ahmed Agha,
to arrange a sale. The news reached the Sultan, who was furious.
He did all he could to hinder the sale, and to interfere with my agents,
and he even went so far as to send an order to imprison any servant
of mine who should be found in Makri or Dalaman.
' However, in spite of this opposition, Ahmed Agha managed to
conclude a bargain to buy me three estates of lands for the sum of
.£4,500, when the Sultan issued an express command that no land was
to be sold to me in Dalaman on any conditions whatsoever.
' It was thus for a time impossible to further the negotiations, and
the owners of the farms who had formerly agreed to sell for -£4,500
now raised the price up to .£30,000. But by prolonged bargaining
I finally reduced the price to £12,000, and I told the proprietors that
the money would be paid to them at a Bank in Smyrna on condition
that they closed the bargain then and there. They agreed. But the
Sultan moved again. He sent an Inspector to report on Dalaman

